Introduction
Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their
learning, in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of
activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning. For example, a parent
who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework.
Rationale for Homework
Homework is a very important part of a child’s education and can add much to a child’s
development. We recognise that the time and resources available limit the educational
experience that any school by itself can provide; children benefit greatly therefore from the
mutual support of parents and teachers in encouraging them to learn both at home and at school.
One of the aims of our school is for children to develop as independent learners. We believe that
homework is one of the main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent
learning. This aids a child’s preparation for moving on to secondary school and helps to develop
skills of independence which are needed throughout life.
Homework plays a positive role in developing both independence and responsibility in children.
However it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs
and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. Playing board games,
cooking, going on trips and talking about items in the news are equally as important to a child’s
development.







Aims and Objectives
The aims and objectives of homework are:
to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;
to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning;
to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to practise skills taught
in lessons;
to ensure that prior learning has been understood;
to help children develop good work habits for the future.
Types of Homework
At Key Stage 2 we expect the children to do more tasks independently. We set literacy and
numeracy homework routinely each week and we expect the children to consolidate and
reinforce learning done in school through practice at home.
Home Learning Projects
As part of our inclusive curriculum, all classes will be asked to complete a home learning project
once per half term. These projects are linked to the class learning theme and children have a
choice of which tasks they wish to complete at home. We believe the projects are a great
opportunity for parents and carers to work alongside their child, enhancing their learning. These
projects will be shared with their own and other classes in the year group.
Amount of Homework
National guidelines for homework were removed in March 2012 but, as previously stated, we set
homework to consolidate learning, develop independence and aid in preparation for the next
phase of a child’s educational life.
Children in Years 3-6 will have spelling and maths homework set each week. At times additional
homework may be set in English. All spelling and maths homework will be set on a Monday and
due in on the Friday of the same week.
At the beginning of each half term children will be given a range of creative projects linked to
their topic to complete at home. Children will have a choice of which of these activities to choose
from. A completion date for this project will be given when the homework is set.
For all year groups, we follow government advice and ask children to read at home every day.
They can read the book they have brought home from school, one of their own or one from the
local library. More reluctant readers can be encouraged to develop their skills by reading
magazines or newspapers.

More able readers do not need to read out loud to someone but it is important for someone to
ask them about the text they are reading, so that they can show what they have understood from
it.
All homework will be differentiated to match the needs of the children.
This may be done in a variety of ways, including setting different tasks or expecting different
outcomes from the work set.
The Role of Parents
Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important part of
this process, therefore all homework will specify the focus and expected outcome to aid parents
in supporting their child. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework
tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide them
with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents can support their child
by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly,
and by discussing the work that their child is doing.
If a child has struggled or found the homework easy to complete, it is useful for teachers to know
this. Parents are encouraged to write a note to the teacher regarding any issues.
A “Homework Guidance” sheet is provided for parents, giving an overview of the homework that
is set as the Key Stage progresses and providing a list of websites which can be accessed to
provide challenge and/or support for their child.
If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance,
contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should
contact the Headteacher.
Monitoring and Review
It is the responsibility of our governing body to agree and then monitor the school homework
policy. This is done by the committee of the governing body that deals with curriculum issues.
Parents complete a questionnaire during the school’s OFSTED inspection, and our governing
body pays careful consideration to any concern that is raised at that time, or in between OFSTED
inspections, by any parent. Our governing body may, at any time, request from our Headteacher
a report on the way homework is organised in our school. If children consistently fail to complete
their homework then the school will contact parents to discuss the matter.
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